
Jammu and Kashmir
Pollution Control Committee

chairmanSTjkspcb@gmail,com
membersecretaryjkspcb@gmail.com

0191 - 2472881,2476925

WTSA

Parivesh Bhavan, Forest Comptex
Transport Nagar, Jammu, 1g0 006

Sitk Factory Road
Rajbagh, Srinagar, 190 008

NEW DELHI iIi;.i

The Consultant Judicial,
Hon'bte National Green Tribunat,
Principat Bench,
New Dethi.

No:JKPCC/Sc./oA Lo46-2024l13 
f y _i3 15 Date:_ ll -tt_zozq

Sub:- Report on behalf of Jammu and Kashmir pollution control committee
pursuant to Hon'ble National Green Tribunal order dated 05-0g-2024 inoA No. 104612024 News item appearing in rndia.com dated
27.07-2024 titted "saving Kashmir Brown Bears is a Race against
Time Witdtife SoS and J&K Witdtife Protection Department take
chattenge,,.

Sir,

ln comptiance to the directions of Hon'bte Nationat Green Tribunat, principat

Bench, New Dethi order dated os-09-2024 in oA No. 1046t2024 News item
appearing in lndia.com dated 27.07.2024 titted "saving Kashmir Brown
Bears is a Race against Time witdtife SoS and i&K witdtife protection

Department take chattenge", the Report of the J&K pottution control committee is

submitted herewith.

It is therefore, requested that the Report may kindty be taken on record and ptaced
before the Hon'bte NGT for consideration.

yours faithfutty,
Encl:- As Above

tcnans*k?rf#r*
f[,II,>4Member Secretary

J&K PCC
Copy to the:-

1) sh' G'M Kawoosa, Government Standing counset for UT of Jammu and Kashmir,
New Dethi for information and necessary action.
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Before the Hon'bte Nationat Green Tribunal
Principat Bench, New Del,hi

Originat Apptication No. 1046 ol 2024

"Saving Kashmir Brown Bears is a Race
against Time Witdtife SOS and J&K
Witdtife Protection Department take
chaItenge"

Report on behatf of Jammu and Kashmir pottution controt committee
pursuant to Hon'bte Nationat Green Tribunal, order dated o5-og-2024 in
oA No. 104612024 News item appearing in rndia.com dated 27.07.2024
titled "saving Kashmir Brown Bears is a Race against Time wildtife SoS
and J&K Witdtife protection Department take chatlenge.,,

BackErou nd:

That the Hon'bte Nationat Green Tribunat vide Notice dated 05-08-2024 in oA
No. 1046 ot 2024 directed as fottows:_

"The news item relates to the depteting habitat of the Himatayan Brown Bear
due to the unptanned disposat and treatment of waste in sonmarg region of
Kashmir. As per the articte, witdtife sos has initiated a research project with
J&K Wildlite protection Department in studying Himatayan brown bears and
identifying factors leading to human-brown bear conflict in Sonmarg.,,

"The news item highlights that in a study by witdUfe sos in 2021 , 750/o of the
diet of bears was human-made garbage dumps including ptastic,cFrocolates

and organic food waste. The articre craims that very rittte is known about the
ecology and behavior of bears in rndia, and hence its population is being
severery atfected due to various factors tike tourism, construction activities,
livestock grazing, agriculture, sett/ements, highways, railroad, tunnelling and
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IN THE MATTER OF
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"The news ltem ralses substantia/ issue retating to comptiance of the
environmental norms, especially compLiance of Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980' Biorogicar Diversity Act, 2oo2 and the Environment (protection) Act,
1986."

Status Reporti

ln comptiance to the aforesaid directions of Hon,bte NationatGreen Tribunar.,

Principat Bench, New Dethi vide order dated 05-08-2024 in oA No. 1046 0f
2024' the report of the J&K pottution controt committee is submitted as
under:

i) JKPCC/NGT/OA/ 1 046/ 2024/ 680 ; dt. 1 7.08.2024.
ii) JKPCC/N GT/O N 1 046/ 2024/ 1 209; dt. 1 O. 1 0.2024.
i ii) J KPCC/N GT/O A/ 1 046 / 2024 t 1 30 1 ; dt.O4.1 1 .2024.

2. Simitarty, Regionat Director, pou.ution controt committee Kashmir was
also asked to submit comprehensive report vide this office No.
JKPCC/NGT/OA/1046/2024/120g; dated 10.10.2024 in respect of rerms
of References [isted betow:

I ro assess the status of rourism, construction activities, livestock grazing,

agriculture, settrements highways, tunnerting etc in Brown Bear Habitat.
Irl ro assess the quatification and disposat of food waste in sonmarg area.

The Regional Director, pottution controt committee, Kashmir submitted
that a 3 member committee was constituted with the direction to visit the
sport and assess the status of tourism and its impact on brown bear habitat
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No & DatePr. Chief
Conservator of
Forest (PCCF)/
Chief Witdlife
Warden, J&K

Annexure-1

*Ur'L

1' The Pr. chief conservator of Forest (pccF)/chief witdtife warden, J&K

was requested to share brief report with respect to the observations of the
Hon'bte NGT in the matter vide reference detaits as under:
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as atso to assess the quantification and disposat of the food waste in the
Sonamarg area. Based upon the detaits furnished by the 3 member
committee after site inspection, the Regionat Director, J&K pcc, Kashmir has

submit a report vide his office No. 7CC/RDI/LS(NGT)/2024/130; dated
04.1 1 .2024 (copy enclosed as Annexure_2),

The hightights of the report and recommendations of the Regionat Director,

J&K PCC, Kashmir are briefLy summarized as under:

i) That the sonamarg is tocated within the centrat witdtife Divislon

Kashmir characterized by its atpine meadows and sub atpine forest

and serves as one of the few habitats for the Himatayan Brown bear

and other witd animats since ages.

ii) As per the detaits provided by the sonamarg Devetopment Authority,

around 07-10 Metric Tons of sotid waste is generated per day, which
goes up to 20 Metric tons during the peak season.

iii) The sonamarg Devetopment Authority (sDA) has set up a sotid waste

management facitity at sarbat. The facitity has an Etectro Magnetic

Disintegrator of 11 MT Capacity atongwith 05 MT Auto lnsta_

Composter and Segregator.

iv) Huge quantity of sotid waste was found dumped around the facitity
and pir.es of untreated sotid waste was also found stacked inside the
facitity without proper disposat arrangements in ptace for the
compost generated.

3. The Regionat Director, j&K

recommendations:

a) Sotid Waste Management facitity needs to be property fenced by the
Sonamarg Development Authority so as to restrict the entry of Stray /
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PCC, Kashmir has made fottowing
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b) A weigh bridge is required to be instatted near the sotid waste
management faciLity for proper quantification of the sotid waste
received and treated at the facitity to keep the comptete account of
waste generated and treated and gaps if any.

c) There shoutd be no open dumping of sotid waste around the facitity.
d) secondary segregation ofthe waste at the facitity needs to be executed

For further processing of dry / wet waste.

The PCCF/ Chief witdr.ife warden, J&K have Intimatecr that they are fitting
separate response in the matter before the Hon,bl.e NGT.

ln view of the aforesaid report, the Regionat Director, J&K pottution
Controt Committee, Kashmir has been advised to initiate proceedings and
issue notices to the defautting body pin pointing viotations of sotid waste
Management Rutes, 2016 as also under the retevant provisions of water
(Prevention & controt of pottution), 1g74 and Air (prevention & controt of
Pottution), Act, 1991 and share action taken report (ATR) within 15 days vide
letter No' J Kpcc/sc'/oA 1 0 46/ 2024/ 1 31 3 dated og -1 1 -2024(Copy enctosed
as Annexure-3).

Praye r:

ln the premises, it is therefore respectfutty prayed that the report may
kindty be taken on record before the Hon'bte Nationat Green Tribunat for
consideration.

rffiffffi:fifi*
J&K PCC
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I A n, Q f-t/^e - |
Jammu and Kashmir Pollution Control Committee

Parivesh Bhavan, Forest Comptex ll Sitf Factory Road
Transport Nagar, Jammu, 180 006ll na;Uagn, Srinagar, 190 008

1 el - 0191 -2476927; mail - membersecretaryjkspcb@gmail.com

Sir,

. Kindly refer to the Hon'ble NGT order dated 05-08-2024 in OA No.

1,04612024 titled "saving Kashmir Brown Bears is a Race against Time Wildlife

SOS and J&K Wildlife Protection Department take challenge", wherein Hon'ble

NGT have made observations as under:

"The news item relates to the depleting habitat of the Himalayan Brown

Bear due to the unplanned disposal and treatment of waste in Sonmarg region
:

of Kashmir. As per the article, Wildlife SOS has initiated a research proiect with

J&K Wildlife Protection Department in studying Himalayan brown bears and

identifying factors leading to human-brown bear conflict in Sonmarg."

"The news item highlights that in a study by Wildlife SOS in 2021,75% of the

diet of bears was human-made garbage dumps including plastic, chocolates and

organic food waste. The article claims that very little is known about the ecology

and behavior of bears in India, and hence its population is being severely

Pr. Chief Conservator Forest IPCCF),
(Chief Wildlife Warden),
fammu & Kashmir.

No: f KrCC/N Gr /IA/L04612024/6BO Date: f]-oa-zoz+

Sub: Hon'ble National Green Tribunal, Order dated 05-08-2024 in OA No.

1046/2024 News item appearing in India.com dated 27.O7'2024

titled "saving Kashmir Brown Bears is a Race against Time Wildlife
SOS and f &K Wildlife Protection Department take challenge."

Ref: I{on'ble NGT order dated 05-08-2024'
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affected due to various factors like tourism, construction activities, Iivestock..

grazing, agriculture, settlements, highways, railroad, tunnelling and poaching." "

"The news item raises substantial issue relating to compliance of the

environmental norms, especially compliance of Forest (Conservation) Act 1980,

Biological Diversity Act,2002 and the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986."

In this regard, I am directed to request you to kindly share brief report in

the above quoted matter with f&KPCC, so that compliance report to Hon'ble

NGT in the instant OA may be submitted well in time.

Yours faithfully

*5q.{&:^4_
(Ghansham-Singh) fKAS
Member Secretary 17. g. l
J&K PCC I
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J&K
Jammu and Kashmir

Pollution Control Committee
chairman8Tjkspcb@gmail.com

mem bersecretaryjkspcb@gmail.com

0191 -2472881,2476925

Sir,

ITUWTSA

Parivesh Bhavan, Forest
Complex

Transport Nagar, Jammu,
180 006

Silk Factory Road
Rajbagh, Srinagar, 190 008

>/,

W;v

NEW DELHI 2024

Pr. Chief Conservator Forest (PCCF),
(Chief Wildlife Warden),
lammu & Kashmir.

No: IKPCC/NGr /oA/Lo46/2o24/Diq Date: l}-to-2o24
Sub: OA No. LO46/2024 News item appearing in India.com dated

27.07.2024 titled "Saving Kashmir Brown Bears is a Race against
Time Wildlife SOS and J&K Wildlife Protection Department take
challenge."

Ref: IKPCC/NGr/OA/1046/2024/680; dated 17.08.2024.

Kindly refer to this office letter No. /KPCC/NGT/OA/10a6/202a/680;

dated 17.08.2024, wherein you have been requested to share brief report w.r.t

observations of Hon'ble NGT in OA No. OA No. 1046/2024 News item appearing

in India.com dated 27,07.2024 titled "saving Kashmir Brown Bears is a Race

against Time Wildlife SOS and J&K Wildlife Protection Department take

challenge", which may kindly be expedited & shared with J&KPCC by or before

L8.t0.2024 as compliance report is to be filed before Hon'be NGT.

The case is listed for hearing on 7Z.LL.Z0Z4.

Yours faithfully,

ge+q4+-"+
(GhanshamTingh) ,KAS

vMember Secretary , g.lo .

I&K PCC
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Jammu and Kashmir
Pollution Control Committee

chairmanSTjkspcb@gmail. com

membersecretaryjkspcb@g mail, com

0191 -2472881,2476925

ITUWTSA

Parivesh Bhavan, Forest
Complex

Transport Nagar, Jammu,
180 006

Silk Factory Road
Rajbagh, Srinagar, 190 008

(*,

NEW DELHI 2024

Pr. Chief Conservator Forest (PCCF),
(Chief Wildlife Warden),
|ammu & Kashmir.

No: JKPCC/NGT /a[/1046/2o24/l3ol Date{_rl -tL-2024

Sub: OA No. LO46/2024 News item appearing in India.com dated
27.07.2024 titled "Saving Kashmir Brown Bears is a Race against
Time Wildlife SOS and I&K Wildlife Protection Department take
challenge."

Ref: rl IKPCC/NGr/)A/1046/2024/680; dated 17.08.2024.

ii) I KPCC/ N Gr/oA/ 1 046/2 02 4/ L 2 09 ; dated 1 0. 1 0,2 02 4.

Sir,

With regard to this office letter No. /KPCC/NGT/OA/10a6/202a/680;

dated 1 7.08.2 02 4 & l KPCC/N GT/OA/I 046/2 024/ 12 09 ; dated 1 0.1 0.2024, brief

report w.r.t observations of Hon'ble NGT in 0A No. OA No. 1046/2024 News

item appearing in India,com dated 27.07,2024 titled "Savtng Kashmir Brown

Bears rs o Race against Time Wildl@ SOS and J&K Wildlife Protection

Department take challenge", is awaited, which may kindly be expedited &

shared with this office by or before 06.tt.2024 as case is listed for hearing on

1,2.t1,.2024.

Yours faithfully,

Qe
(c m ) IIGS

\, MemberSecretary l.tr, )llf lax ncc

J&K PCC 125



A nrne wv---L

The Member SecretarY,

JKPCC, Jammu.

matter please.

Encls:- 08.

tr

'#l.".LrH
%:*

Governmcnt of Jammu & Kashmir

No: Pcc/RDK/LS (NGr)/zozq l)0 Date:- t Qlu lu>,,
subject: - o.A No. to46l2[24News item appearing in lndia'com dated 27'07'2024tilled

,,Save Kashmir Brown Bears is a race against Time wildlife soS and J & K Wildlife

Protection Department take Challenge"'

Reference: - your tetter No. JKpCC/NGT/OA/10 46120241t249 dated L9'Lo'2024'

Sir,

on the captioned subject and reference cited above, a comprehensive report as

submitted by the committeee consrituted vide this office order No. PCC/RDKlPs/2o241549-

553 dated 28-08-2o24is enclosed hereto for kind perusal and further course of action in the

q*l

I

it
J1-,
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Report of Committcc constituted in comnliancc to Hon'ble NGT
Ordcr Datcd 05/08/2024 in OA 1046/2024 regardinq News ltem
Appearing ln lntlia.Com Datecl 27.07.2024 Titlcd o'saving

Kashnrir l}'orvn Bcars is a Itacc Asainst Timc Wildlif'e SOS And
J ct K Wildlif'c Protcction Dcnzrrtmcnt Take Challcnse"

Background

A News ltem was published at india.corn titled "saving Ka,shmir
Brot+,rt Bears is a Race Against Tinte Wildlife,SOS And J & K Wildlife
Protection Department Take Challenge" wherein the author had cited
a snippet fi'om the study conducted by Wildlife SOS in 2021 on
Himalayan Brown Bear in the Central Wildlife Division. The author
had specifically highlighted the unplanned disposal & treatment of
waste in the Sonamarg region where 75% of the diet of bears was
found to be human-made garbage dumps including plastic, chocolates
& organic food waste.

Taking Cognizance of the News Item, the Hon'ble NGT has
irnpleaded various stake holders including J&K Pollution Control
Committee.
In Order to determine the fidelity of the above captioned News item,
the Regional Director PCC, Kashmir constituted a committee vide his

office No. PCC/RDK/PS DA241549-553 Dated: 2810812024.

The Committee comprised of the following members:

1) Dr. Sabeena Sultan, Scientist'B'
2) Sh. Shabir Ahmad Scientist 'A'
3) Sh. Mohammad Ayoub, District Officer PCC, Ganderbal.

The Committee was assigned the following tasks

i) To assess the status of Tourism, Construction Activities,
Livestock Grazing, Agriculture, Settlements, Highways,
Tunnelling etc. in Brown Bear Habitat.

ii) To assess the quantification and the disposal of food waste in
Sonamarg area.

f'
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Overview:--

Sonamarg is located in the Garrclerbal District witlrin the Central

Wildlif€ Division of Kashmir. Characterized by its alpine meadows

ald sub-alpine forests, it had served as one of the few suitable habitats

for the Himalayan Brown Bear and other wild animals since ages

without any significant human intervention. Sonamarg has emerged as

one of the Key Tourist Destinations in the Kashmir Valley, often

serving as a stopover for the pilgrims of the Shri Amamath Ji Yatra.

As per the data provided by the Sonamarg Development Authority,
around 679762 domestic and international tourists have visited the

area and more than 268 tourist accommodations and facilities
including l{otels, Restaurants, markets etc. have been set up in the

area. Additionally, Sonamarg also serves as a vital connection

between the Union Territories of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh via

NH-l, which runs through area. The notable importance of the area

has prompted the emergence of various Developmental Projects in
order to facilitate various travellers including tourists and the pilgrims
of Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra.

In order to provide proper connectivity throughout the year,

various roads are being constructed and multiple Tunnelling Projects
includin g Z-Morh Tunnel & Zoii-La Tunnel are being executed in

the area. As per the data provided by the Sonamarg Development
Authority, more than 268 tourist accommodations and facilities
including Hotels, Restaurants, markets etc. have been set up in the

area.

Tourism activities, such as the construction of hotels, guest houses,

restaurants, markets, roads, and various tunnelling projects, have led

to habitat fragrnentation and increased human intervention in an area

that once entirely served as a habitat for various species of Wild
Animals including the Himalayan Brown Bear.

Solid aste generation & management:

Sonamarg has emerged as one the Tourist I{otspots in recent years.

Each season, particularly during Sh. Amarnath Ji Yatra, the number of
tourists/devotees increases greatly. This influx contributes directly to

XcD higher solid waste generatiott. As per the data available with the

+
c{,,U
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Sonanrarg Development Authority, around 07- l0 Metric Tons of
solid waste is produced pcr day which gocs up to 20 Mctric Tons
durring the peak season.

The Sonamarg Development Authority has set up a solid waste

management facility at Sarbal. The facility has an Electro Magnetic
Disintegrator of 1 I MT Capacity along with 05MT Auto Insta-

Cornposter and Segregator. During site visit by Committee Members,
it was observed that solid waste (primarily unsegregated) was

scattered in and around the facility. Further, huge quantity of Solid
Waste was found openly dumped around the fucility and piles of
untreated solid waste were also found stacked inside the facility. No
proper disposal arangements were found in place for the compost
generated as the same was found dumped around the facility. The

waste mainly consisted of food scraps, water bottles, packaging

materials, and disposable items frequently used by tourists. The

facility lacks proper fencing and solid waste storage area allowing
wild bears to easily access the discarded food items. This not only
endangers the lives of these majestic creatures but also puts nearby

residents at risk, as they often become victims of deadly human-

wildlife conflicts.

Recommendations.
It is essential to consider the long-term consequences of

developmental projects on Brown Bear Habitats and strive for
a sustainable approach to minimize the impacts of these

projects on habitats of various wild animals including the

majestic Himalayan Brown Bear. The committee therefore.

.f,putt forth the following recommendations:

1 1 . Entrance of the Solid Waste Management Facility needs

CrU to be secured properly so as to restrict the entry of stray

animals.

4-F-
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2. Proper Fencing/Wire net mesh o1'suf'ficient height needs

to be installed to restrict the entry ol'Wild Animals.

3. A Weigh Bridge needs to be irrstalled in order to properly

quantifo the solid waste received and treated at the

facility.
4. An Automatic Waste Segregator needs to be installed at

facility since the waste arrives at the facility mainly in

the unsegregated form.

5. The officials/other stake holders should refrain from open

durnping of any solid waste around the facility.

6. Keeping in view the huge quantity of waste generated, e

waste storage shed of appropriate capacity needs to be

constructed for storage of the untreated waste.

7. The compost generated at the facility needs to be

disposed of in the environment friendly manner.

8. The facility needs to be equipped with CCTV Cameras

for overall surveillance.

9. Traditional Garbage Bins in the area should be replaced

with the Bear-Proof Garbage Bins in order to restrict the

access of Bears and other wild animals to the food waste.

The report is submitted for further necessary action at your

end please.

1) Dr, Sabeena Sultan, Scientist'B' d&"'ry

2) Sh. Shabir Ahmad Scientist 'A' -Jf**X\
f\* 3) Sh. Mohammad Ayoub, District Off,rcer PCC, Ganderbal.

Page 4 of 8

I

130



ci-l
-h*"4

Page 5 of 8

b.

m

13:29

E

L.

-4

-'._{.:I

]r,rn_ -y

131



Nole: Sonamarg
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Jammu and Kashmir
Pollution Controt Committee

chairmanSZjkspcb@gmail.com
membersecretaryjkspcb@gmail.com

0191 _ 2472881,2476925

I

WTSA

frnnqAUp

Parivesh Bhavan, Forest Comptex
Transpoft Nagar, Jammu, 1g0 006

Sitk Factory Road
Rajbagh, Srinagar, 190 O08

.'ii l L

':-i:'i _ 'l

NEW DELXI . ,,];

The RegionaI Director,
J&K Pottution Control. Committee,
Kashmir.

No:- J

Sub:-

Sir,

KPCC/Sc/oA-1046_2024t (VlZ. Datedo?_1 1_2024

Directions of Hon'bre NGT order dated os-og-2o24 in oA No.104612024 News item appearing in rndia.com dated 27.07.2024titted "saving Kashmir Brown Bears is a Race against Time witdtifesos and J&K witdtife protection Department ta-ke chattenge.

Ptease refer your letter No. JKpcc/RDK/LSi(NGT)/2024/130 
date d o4-11-

2024 0n the above captioned subject, whereunder in the status report, you have
hightighted and pointed out viol.ations of Sotid waste Management Rutes in
Sonamarg area by the Sonamarg Devetopment Authority.

rn this connectior, yoU are directed to initiate proceedings and issue
notices to the defautting body for viotations of Sotid waste Management Rutes,
2016 as atso under the retevant provisions of water (prevention & controt of
Pottution), 1g74 and Air (prevention & controt of pottution), Act, iggl and share
action taken report within 15 days.

Yours faithfutty,

ton,n.ffi#n?nffi
MemberSecretary q. ll . 2q

J&K PCC
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